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proper limits. When the speculations of Darwin
encouraged us to believe that the natural selection
might be analogous to artificial selection, that differ-
ent species of animals have been produced as varieties
of dogs and pigeons have been produced by breeders,
it was, at least, tempting to apply the same formula
directly to other cases. Some men of science have
endeavoured to show that genius or criminality is
hereditary; and that, if one man writes a great poem
and another picks a pocket, it is always in virtue of
their hereditary endowment. Within certain limits,
this statement is not surprising, and I shall be very
glad when men of science can tell us what those
limits may be. Without being a man of science, I
fully believe that our congenital characteristics form,
as I have said, certain impassable limits to our de-
velopment. One baby is a potential Shakespeare,
and, probably, only one in a million, The qualities
with which he starts, again, are, no doubt, derived
from his parents, though we do not, as yet, understand
in what way; whether, for example, we should infer
that Shakespeare's parents had more than usual
capacity, or were especially healthy, or had some
peculiar form of one-sided development which gen-
erated the disease called poetical genius; or whether
he may have inherited qualities from a remote
ancestor, which had remained latent for several